
Oroville Dam – USACE Involvement
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� Historic Floods

� Congressional Authorization & Federal Capital Contributions

� USACE Flood Operating Regulations & Water Control Manual



Historic Flooding
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Historic Flooding

1955 Flood Damages

public 

facilities
25%

industry & 
utilities

7%

commercial
6%

residential
21%

agricultural
41%

1955 Flood Damages

public 
facilities

25%

industry & 
utilities

7%

commercial
6%

residential
21%

agricultural
41%

1955 Flood Damages

public 
facilities

25%

industry & 
utilities

7%

commercial
6%

residential
21%

agricultural
41%

Total Damages = $56.6 million

Acres Flooded = 100,200

Preventable Damages = $ 52.7 million



Congressional Authorization

Flood Control Act of 1944 –

“Hereafter it shall be the duty of the Secretary of War to prescribe regulations 
for the use of storage allocated for flood control or navigation at all reservoirs 
constructed wholly or in part with Federal funds provided on the basis of such 
purposes, and the operation of any such project shall be in accordance with 
such regulations.”



Congressional Authorization

• Authorized by the Flood Control Act of 1958 (Public Law 85-500, 3 July 
1958, 85th Congress, 2nd Session)

• Approved by President on 10 January 1962

• Federal Government contribution– 22% ($ 66 million) of construction cost

• Federal cost not to exceed $85 million



Oroville Flood Control Diagram
Effective date: 13 Sept 1971


